Xavier University 177th Commencement, May 15, 2015 by Xavier University, Cincinnati, OH
Xavier University
Exhibit
Xavier University Commencement Ceremonies
Digital Collection University Archives and Special Collections
5-15-2015
Xavier University 177th Commencement, May 15,
2015
Xavier University, Cincinnati, OH





We are Xavier Musketeers.  
We are unique individuals  
who come together in the spirit of  
St. Ignatius, to learn together,  
to serve together and  
we will succeed in changing  
the world together.  
We act with integrity, justice  
and generosity.  
All for one and one for all.
“This composition of our time and place embraces six billion people with their faces 
young and old, some being born and others dying, some white and many brown and 
yellow and black. Each one is a unique individual, they all aspire to live life, to use their 
talents, to support their families and care for their children and elders, to enjoy peace and 
security and to make tomorrow better. 
Thanks to science and technology, human society is able to solve problems such as feed-
ing the hungry, sheltering the homeless or developing more just conditions of life, but 
stubbornly fails to accomplish this. How can a booming economy, the most prosperous 
and global ever, still leave over half of humanity in poverty?
Injustice is rooted in a spiritual problem, and its solution requires a spiritual conversion 
of each one’s heart and a cultural conversion of our global society so that humankind, 
with all the powerful means at its disposal, might exercise the will to change the sinful 
structures afflicting our world.”
Rev. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J.
Superior General Emeritus of the Society of Jesus
Santa Clara University, October 6, 2000
Xavier Alma Mater
The Seal of Xavier University 
   
The seal of Xavier University combines three principal ideas: St. Francis Xavier, patron 
of the university; the Jesuit order of which he was a distinguished member; and the uni-
versity. The five vertical stripes suggest the coat of arms of the Xavier family. A right arm 
wearing the Jesuit robe holds aloft the crucifix, signifying St. Francis Xavier preaching 
Christ crucified. The three sea shells signify the three journeys of Xavier into the Orient. 
Above the shield is the Jesuit seal, IHS, the first three letters of the name Jesus in Greek. 
Below is the Jesuit motto, AMDG [Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam], which translates “to the 
Greater Glory of God,” and the words Vidit Mirabilia Magna, a phrase from the psalms 




XAVIER UNIVERSITY FACULTY AND STAFF
ADMINISTRATION
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PRESIDENT
Michael J. Graham, S.J.
MASTER OF CEREMONIES
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Karl G. Koch, 2015 Recipient of the Dorothy Day Award
PRESENTATION OF THE ST. FRANCIS XAVIER MEDAL
Gerald J. DeBrunner (posthumously), accepted by Nancy DeBrunner
William Verbryke, S.J., Presenter
PRESENTATION OF CHARLES P. GALLAGHER LEADERSHIP MEDALLION AWARD
Richard T. Farmer
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PRESENTATION OF PAUL O’CONNOR, S.J., LEADERSHIP AWARD
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Janice B. Walker, PhD, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
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Brian D. Till, PhD, Dean, Williams College of Business
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
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Jeff Schneider, President, National Alumni Association
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Susan Theresa Draus 
Andrew Charles Dziedzic
Magna Cum Laude










































































































































HONORS BACHELOR OF ARTS-

























































Reginald DeWayne Tipton Jr.








































Roy Nayar Barron Gonzalez
Nicholas Gregory Bartram
Sara Lauren Celine Bediako
Laura Edwards Birckhead





















Andrew John Del Bene
Chelsea Nicole DiMarco
Cum Laude











































































































THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES











































































































































Donald Edward Norman III













































Jaime Marie Defazzio Moreno
Robert Alan Whitacre
















































Jennifer Lynn Adelaide Davis Blum
Destini Devri Burns Bond





Sharon Kay Carmean 
Kelly Anne Carucci
Selby Tatenda Chidemo







































Paula Jean Jurewicz Wolf
Parthenia Wynn
Bevin Rae Yenderusiak
THE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, HEALTH, AND EDUCATION





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS






























































Alejandro Luis Colon Cintron
Braden James Conway
Christian Stanton Conway







































Jeffrey Scott Foreman II








































Paul Martin T. Infante
Duhann Jacobs





































































































































Daniel Lee Wolff Jr.
Shawn Michael Wolf-Lewis
Olivia Joan Zick
Gerald J. DeBrunner 
Gerald DeBrunner had a humble upbringing in Norwood, Ohio, where he worked as a caddy and saved money for college. After receiving 
an accounting degree in 1959 from Xavier, he went to work as a staff accountant at Deloitte. He rose quickly through the ranks, eventually 
becoming vice chairman and regional managing partner of Deloitte, which provides tax, auditing and other services around the world. 
After retiring, DeBrunner remained active with the University, serving on the Board of Advisors to the Department of Accountancy 
and on the Board of Executive Advisors to the Williams College of Business, where he also was an Executive in Residence. In addition, 
he served on the University’s Board of Trustees for 20 years and chaired two presidential search committees. He was awarded Xavier’s 
Distinguished Alumnus Award and inducted into the Williams College of Business Alumni Hall of Fame. 
DeBrunner was 75 when he died in March 2013. In his obituary, he was described as a man who built his life around two simple ideas: 
Do good deeds, and don’t make a fuss about doing good deeds. Apparently, he succeeded on both counts. DeBrunner was a mentor 
and friend to students, a contributor to charities, and a long-time volunteer for Xavier, Ursuline Academy, Purcell Marian High School, 
Good Shepherd Parish, Cincinnati’s Downtown Council and many other organizations.
Despite his extensive volunteer work, DeBrunner rarely talked about it. According to family members, his words to live by were from a 
favorite old German saying: “Eigenlob stinkt.” “Self-praise stinks.”
“He never was showy. He was very humble,” said his daughter, Mary DeBrunner, of Chicago, in his obituary. 
Though he excelled at work, he was also devoted to his wife, Nancy, and their five children. When DeBrunner was asked to manage the 
Chicago office, he drove home every weekend to be with his family. After eight months, he returned to Cincinnati for good. He was 
a serious person, but he knew how to have fun, too. He loved taking his children and 13 grandchildren to Cincinnati Reds games or 
Xavier basketball games. And he was just as likely to be found on the couch playing Angry Birds on his iPhone as he was to be reading 
The Wall Street Journal. 
 
THE ST. FRANCIS XAVIER MEDAL
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UNIVERSITY AWARDS
CHARLES P. GALLAGHER LEADERSHIP MEDALLION AWARD
PAUL O’CONNOR, S.J., LEADERSHIP AWARD
Richard T. Farmer
As the founder and chairman emeritus of Cintas Corporation, Richard T. Farmer has created and guided a dynamic company that today 
is the largest in its industry and was recently named by Fortune magazine as “America’s Most Admired Company” in the Diversified 
Outsourced Service category. Both Cintas and Farmer had humble beginnings. He graduated from Miami University of Ohio in 1956, 
received an honorable discharged from the Marine Corps in 1958 and joined the family business as a sales representative, working his way 
up to company president. In 1968, he left to test a new concept involving unique fabrics and processing systems which revolutionized the 
industry. The new company, Satellite Corporation, was so successful that it acquired the family business and become Cintas Corporation 
in the mid-1970s. The company has since grown to over $4.5 billion in revenue, due in large part to the corporate culture Farmer built 
of innovation, professionalism and exceeding expectations. 
Throughout his career, Farmer has also been active in professional, corporate and civic endeavors. He is a member of the Chief Executives 
Organization, the World Presidents’ Organization, the Commercial Club and the Commonwealth Club. He’s also chairman of the Board of 
Visitors at the Farmer School of Business at Miami University and is a former member of the Cincinnati Business Committee, the Business 
Advisory Council at Miami University, the American Society of Corporate Executives and former chair of the Cincinnati Chapter of 
the Young Presidents’ Organization. He is also a former director for Fifth Third Bancorp, the Lindner Center for Research & Education, 
Bethesda Inc., Safety-Kleen Corp., Bowne Inc., Home Federal Savings & Loan, Midwest Income Investment Company and Eagle Picher 
Industries Inc., chairman of the board of Miami University, and a three-term director of the Uniform & Textile Services Association. 
Farmer was inducted into the Greater Cincinnati Business Hall of Fame in 1996 and was honored as Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the 
Year in 1995. In 2010, Farmer was honored by the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber as a Great Living Cincinnatian and was honored 
as a Distinguished Veteran by the USO. Other honors include being being awarded Doctor of Laws degrees from Miami University and 
Xavier University, CEO of the Year awards from Financial World Magazine in 1994 and 1995, and 1992’s Executive of the Year Award from 
Sales and Marketing Executives Cincinnati. In 1999, United Way awarding him the Alexis de Tocqueville Society Award.
Farmer and his wife, Joyce Barnes, married in 1957 and have three children, 10 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Their Farmer 
Family Foundation has provided grants and pledges to hundreds of organizations.
Albert J. Bischoff, S.J.
The Rev. Albert Bischoff, S.J., was born in Cincinnati and grew up on the west side of Vine Street in an area that his family called the 
Holy Hill. After graduating from Xavier University in 1949, he taught for a year at Fayetteville High School in Brown County, Ohio. He 
then entered the Seminary in Norwood and was ordained in 1956. Thereafter he served as a teacher at Elder High School, as director of 
retreats and as co-pastor of St. Margaret Mary Church in North College Hill.
In 1979, Bischoff left the Archdiocese and entered the Society of Jesus. Since entering the Jesuits, he has served as Catholic pastor at 
Augustana College, a Lutheran School in Rock Island, Ill., and was rector for the Jesuit Community at Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School 
in Indianapolis. Seventeen years ago, he returned to Xavier and has lived in Husman Hall as chaplain for Husman’s 275 resident students. 
He delights in his role there, where he has the reputation of being a good listener. Building trust, he explains, is among the most important 
of pastoral principles.
“God trusted us so much,” he says, “that he became one of us in Jesus.” And that’s what he seeks to establish within the residence hall—a 
Jesuit community—in all of his interactions.
A simple, compassionate man who delights in telling stories which reveal the presence of God in people’s lives, Bischoff has been described 
as an “old shoe.” Faith-filled and young at heart, he lets it be known that we are all “saints,” as he so lovingly calls everyone he encounters. 
He notes that in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, Paul writes, “You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, his saints.” So, he states, “If I 
call you ‘saint’ over and over again, you just might begin to believe it.” 
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Vincent C. Caponi
Vincent Caponi serves as the Executive Chairman of the Board of Directors of St. Vincent Health, located in Indianapolis, and the Executive 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Seton Healthcare Family, located in Austin, Texas. St. Vincent Health and Seton Healthcare Family 
are members of Ascension Health, the nation’s largest Catholic and not-for-profit health care system.
Prior to assuming the Executive Board Chair position in July 2013, Caponi served as CEO of St. Vincent Health for 15 years, and for 
four years as the Ministry Market Leader for Indiana and Wisconsin. During his tenure, Caponi led the integration of critical access 
hospitals: St. John’s Health System in Anderson, the St. Vincent Heart Center of Indiana, St. Vincent Women’s Hospital and St.Vincent 
Medical Group into a comprehensive health network. He also oversaw the addition of the Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital at St. 
Vincent, Seton Specialty Hospital and St. Vincent Hospital Fishers. Caponi led multiple joint ventures, program developments, hospital 
expansions, and affiliations with health providers and community partners.
Prior to joining St. Vincent Health, Caponi served as the President and CEO of St. Vincent’s Hospital in Birmingham, Ala. Earlier in his 
career, he served as the President and CEO of St. Joseph Hospital in Augusta, Ga., and as the President and CEO of United Memorial 
Hospital in Greenville, Mich. He also served as an assistant administrator at the Memorial Hospital in Owasso, Mich.
Caponi holds an honorary doctorate in Business Administration from Marian University, a master’s degree in Health Services Administration 
from Central Michigan, and a Bachelor of Arts from Xavier University. He is on the board of directors of Xavier University, Indiana 
Hospital Association (past chair), the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra (chair), Central Indiana United Way (past chair), Little Sisters of 
the Poor and Indiana State Chamber of Commerce. He is a past board member of the Boy Scouts of America—Crossroads of America 
Council, Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School (past chair), the Indiana Health Forum, the Indiana Health Information Exchange (past chair), 
the American Heart Association—Midwest Affiliate and St. Mary’s College.
Caponi and his wife, Robyn, have been married for 43 years. They have three grown daughters and five grandchildren. 
Kevin W. Fleming
Kevin Fleming, a 1994 psychology graduate, is a senior-level executive with a heart for service and 20 years’ experience in the fields 
of domestic and international community development, education reform, community health, economic development and agriculture 
revitalization. Time and again, he has witnessed the power and positive change that come from creating grassroots, cross-cultural 
opportunities for people from different backgrounds to work alongside one another and what impact these opportunities can have in 
establishing a world with more understanding and economically empowered citizens. Fleming also knows that to accomplish this requires 
organizational leaders who have strong business acumen and who strive for continuous improvements that focus on systemic change. 
Fleming has dedicated himself to working at organizations that value cross-cultural interactions, volunteerism and collaboration and has 
been challenged to design opportunities that cross geographical and language barriers. 
Fleming discovered his passion for mission-driven work while attending Xavier. His career has led him to work at several non-profit 
organizations around the world including Teach for America, Peace Corps-Lesotho, Teach South Africa, Citizen Schools, Operation 
Hope,  the Network For Teaching Entrepreneurship and Last Mile Health, where he helped the organization ramp up operations in 
response to the Ebola epidemic in Liberia last fall. In 2015, he began the job he’d always hoped to achieve—as a Country Director for 
the Peace Corps, which assigned him to Liberia. With a Master’s in Public Policy and Management from the Heinz School at Carnegie 
Mellon University, where he was awarded the Barbara Jenkins Award of Service for his service to the college and for co-founding the 
Tsunami Assistance Project, which built a shelter for children left homeless by the 2004 Tsunami in India, Fleming has prepared himself 
for a career focused on helping others. He describes his life’s work as wanting to manage mission-driven organizations committed to 
providing people with access to information which will allow them to make informed decisions for how they want to live their lives.
Fleming lists one of his proudest accomplishments as winning the 1990 grand champion market hog competition at the Fairfield County 
Fair in Fairfield, Ohio, and attributes being a 10-year member of 4-H for teaching him valuable skills that he’s carried with him throughout 
his career. Above all, Fleming prides himself on staying true to his passion for working at jobs in which he is constantly pushed to find 
new ways of helping others in need, to becoming a better, smarter person and to learning about new cultures, and for traveling and being 
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Dissertation: Trajectory of Distress for Bone 
Marrow Transplant In patients  and Validation 
of Jewish Hospital BMTU Distress Screening 
Measures
Advisor: Renee Zucchero, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Vanderbilt University/ Veteran 
Affairs Medical Center, Nashville, TN
Amanda J. Beeman
Dissertation: The Effectiveness of the Seven 
Challenges Program for Urban Adolescents 
At-Risk for Substance Use Disorders
Advisor: W. Michael Nelson, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: University of Tennessee Health 
Center, Memphis, TN
Nicole Renee Bosse
Dissertation: Detecting Over- and Under-reporting 
of Symptoms on the MAYSI-II: Development of 
a Validity Scale
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D.
Internship Site: Wright State University, Dayton, 
OH 
Katherine Marie Butler
Dissertation: Protective Factors that Influence 
College Students Who Have a Parent with a 
Mental Illness
Advisor: Sue Kenford, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Central Alabama Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, Tuskegee, AL
Melanie Marie Castillo
Dissertation: Metacognitive Beliefs, Emotion 
Regulation Strategies, and Predisposition to 
Auditory Hallucinations in College Students
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Nebraska Internship Consortium, 
Lincoln, NE 
Samantha Cook
Dissertation: An Examination of the Executive 
Functioning of Juvenile Offenders
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D.
Internship Site: Child and Adolescent Behavior 
Health Center, Canton, OH 
Alexandra Faith Gee
Dissertation: Proximity to Sport-Related Goals and 
Alcohol Consumption by Student Athletes
Advisor: Susan Kenford, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Tulane University School of 
Medicine, New Orleans, LA 
Kelly Marie Isaacs Cloes
Dissertation: Functional Impairment in Children 
with Tourette Syndrome: Parent and Child 
Agreement
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Wright State University, Dayton, 
OH 
Lauren Cerk Jost
Dissertation: Role of Age and Cognitive Abilities 
in Knowledge of Life-Sustaining Treatments 
and Treatment Preferences
Advisor: Cynthia Dulaney, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Rachel Mara Juran
Dissertation: The Relationship between Perceived 
Thought Control Ability, Mindfulness, and 
Anxiety
Advisor: Cynthia Dulaney, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Louis Stokes Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, Cleveland, OH 
Kati J. Klitzke
Dissertation: Relationship of Defendant 
Characteristics to Attainment of Court-Related 
Skills in a Juvenile Sample
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Minnesota State Operated 
Forensic Services, St. Peter, MN  
Jessica Ann Vordenberg
Dissertation: Laterality Effects in Anterior 
Stroke: Brixton Spatial Anticipation Test and 
Functional Outcomes
Advisor: John Barrett, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
St. Louis, MO  
Lindsey Ann Ohler
Dissertation: Adjective Pairings with Female Body 
Shapes
Advisor: Janet R. Schultz, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Temple University, Philadelphia, 
PA  
Patricia Jane Smithmyer
Dissertation: Validation of the Executive Function 
Index
Advisor: John Barrett, Ph.D.
Internship Site: Veterans Affairs Illiana Health 
Care System, Danville, IL  
Diana Jessie Tieger
Dissertation: The Relationship Between Risk 
Assessment, Criminal Charge, and Disposition 
Determination in Juvenile Offenders
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: North Shore/Zucker Hillside, Glen 
Oaks, NY  
MAY 8, 2015
Bailey Christina Bryant
Dissertation: Examining a Jail Re-Entry Program: 
The Role of Employment in Recidivism
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D.
Internship Site: Colorado Mental Health Institute, 
Denver, CO 
Jessica Lynn Chiu
Dissertation: Picky Eating Behaviors in Adults: 
Understanding the Impairment in Areas of 
Functioning
Advisor: Christine Dacey, Ph.D. 
Internship Site: Carson Center for Adults and 
Families, Westfield, MA
Jordan Michael Harrison
Dissertation: Longitudinal Health-Related Quality 
of Life in Children with Newly-Diagnosed 
Epilepsy: Identifying Predictors and Assessing 
Meaningful Change Over Time
Advisor: Janet R. Schultz, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Oregon State University, Corvalis, 
OR
David Michael Kelly
Dissertation: Redefining the Role of Team 
Performance in the Team Identification-Social 
Psychological Health Model
Advisor: Christian End, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Southlake Community Mental 
Health Center, Merrillville, IN
Katherine McRee Lauch
Dissertation: Predictors of Treatment Completion 
and Recidivism Among  Intimate Partner 
Violence Offenders
Advisor: Kathleen Hart, Ph.D.   
Internship Site: Talbert House, Cincinnati, OH
Jennifer Elizabeth Rood
Dissertation: Examining Perceived Stigma of 
Children with Newly-Diagnosed Epilepsy and 
Their Caregivers over a Two-Year Period
Advisor: Janet R. Schultz, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Nationwide Children’s Hospital, 
Columbus, OH 
Melissa Alice Maxwell Switzer
Dissertation: The Effects of Implicit Racial-Bias on 
Diagnosis and Clinical Judgment with Arab 
Clients
Advisor: Anna Ghee, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Central Texas Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, Temple, TX
Ryan Robert Wagner
Dissertation: The Relationships Among Flow, 
Passion, and Problematic Internet Use
Advisor: Nicholas Salsman, Ph.D.
Internship Site: Lindner Center, Cincinnati, OH
Jaclyn Hardesty Williams
Dissertation: The Relationship of Trauma Severity, 
Rumination and Restructured Core Beliefs to 
Post-traumatic Growth
Advisor: Janet R. Schultz, Ph.D.
Internship Site: Jefferson County, KY, Consortium, 
Louisville, KY
Andrea Nicole Winchester
Dissertation: Emotion Dysregulation as a 
Mediator of the Relationship between 
Symptoms of Borderline Personality Disorder 
and Implicit Suicidality
Advisor: Nicholas Salsman, Ph.D.  
Internship Site: Cincinnati Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH 
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Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Zachary Michael Fleming

























Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Nora Ilene Cummings
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Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Heather N. Betts






Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Harold Ray Carrier III
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Amy Jo Anne Olsen Davis
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Lorna Elizabeth Douglas
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Jessica Anne Hagen
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Beth Luwandi Lofstrom
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James P. Mason
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Michelle Renae Mens





John Andrew Parlin IV
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Andrea Perry
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Amanda Brittany Pfeiffer
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Whitney Lynn Pribble
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Melanie Rose Yiu Uy
Psychology
Kristen Lorraine Vitale
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Donna Marie Waller






Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Courtney Wineland
Psychology
Joseph Franklin Wright Jr.
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Ryan Mark Wynn
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Yin Yuen Wong
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Margaret Anne  Conry-Zapp
Jessica Anne Craft





























Bryan Jay Mitchell Jr.
William Thomas Norwell
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David John Donnelly Jr.
Audra Christine Faehr
Jennifer Elizabeth Fishwick





LaVonya Denise Lewis-Humphrey 











THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Brian D. Till, PhD, Dean











































































































































Robert David Crum III




















































































































































Armando Naugusty Demetri Peter Moss Sr.
























































Honorable Nathaniel R. Jones
The Honorable Nathaniel R. Jones earned his A.B. and L.L.B. from Youngstown State University after service in the United States Army 
Air Corps in World War II. He was admitted to the Ohio Bar in 1957.
From 1956 to 1959, Jones was Executive Director of the Fair Employment Practices Commission of the City of Youngstown, where 
he was born and raised. He then began private practice and was appointed Assistant United States Attorney for the Northern District 
of Ohio in Cleveland. In 1967 he served as Assistant General Counsel to President Johnson’s National Advisory Commission on Civil 
Disorders, also known as the Kerner Commission. Jones served as general counsel of the NAACP from 1969 to 1979, at which time 
President Carter announced his appointment to the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 
Following retirement from the Court of Appeals in 2002, Jones assumed the Of Counsel position with Blank Rome LLP, serving as the 
firm’s first Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer from 2006-2011. Currently, Jones is honorary co-chair and director of the National 
Underground Railroad Freedom Center after serving as co-chair until its opening in 2004. Among other activities, he is a member of 
the KnowledgeWorks Foundation Board of Trustees and director emeritus of the Cincinnati Youth Collaborative. Jones has also taught 
at law schools throughout the country and is the recipient of 19 honorary degrees.  
An internationally renowned civil rights activist, Jones played an important role in furthering the abolition of apartheid in South Africa. 
The drafters of South Africa’s new constitution and laws consulted him, and he conferred with Nelson Mandela upon Mandela’s release 
from 27 years of imprisonment.
Jones has authored numerous articles and papers and has been the recipient of many honors and awards, including most recently having 
the Nathaniel R. Jones American Inn of Court chartered in Youngstown, Ohio. Other more recent honors include the Governor’s 
Humanitarian Award from the Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission, the Changing the Odds Award from the Children’s 
Defense Fund, induction into the Ohio Civil Rights Hall of Fame, The American Lawyer’s Lifetime Achievement Award, the Thurgood 
Marshall Scholarship Fund Award of Excellence and the Ohio Bar Medal from the Ohio State Bar Association. In 2003, the United States 
Congress passed H.J.Res.2, officially naming the Nathaniel R. Jones Federal Building and United States Courthouse in Youngstown, Ohio.
Jones was married for 36 years to the late Lillian Hawthorne Jones. He has four children and six grandchildren.
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Xavier University is an academic community committed to equal opportunity for all persons regardless of age, sex, race, religion, handicap or national origin.
Produced by Xavier University’s University Communications.
The names and honors of the graduates listed are the purposes of this program and do not represent a final certification of graduation.
Xavier was founded in 1831 by Bishop Edward Dominic Fenwick, O.P., pioneer Catholic bishop of Ohio, as the first Catholic institution 
of higher learning in the Northwest Territory.
Known as the Athenaeum, the college’s first building in downtown Cincinnati, was largely financed by European Catholics and particularly 
by Catholic citizens of Vienna. The first class numbered 60 students. From its beginning, the school was dedicated to the patronage 
of St. Francis Xavier. The Athenaeum attracted students from as far away as New Orleans, Mexico and Central America, and its educational 
quality drew many local Protestant students.
At the invitation of Bishop John Purcell of Cincinnati, the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) assumed control of the institution in 1840, ensuring 
a steady source of faculty. Under John A. Elet, S.J., the first Jesuit president, the institution was renamed St. Xavier College.
Xavier offered its first evening classes in 1841 and summer courses were introduced in 1914, thus beginning a tradition of serving the 
unique needs and schedules of professionals and aspiring professionals in the Cincinnati community.
In 1920, the college moved to its present site in Avondale, and in 1930 was renamed Xavier University, reflecting its growth and complexity. 
While women had been attending Xavier’s evening college since its early years, Xavier’s undergraduate “day” college became coeducational 
in 1969. In 1980 Xavier acquired the Edgecliff College programs and integrated them with those at Xavier, and by 1987 Edgecliff faculty, 
staff and students were moved onto the Xavier campus.
Xavier’s growth in over a century and a half since its founding reflects its origins as a teaching institution which soundly prepares students 
for careers or graduate study or both. A Xavier education, particularly at the undergraduate level, is marked by the emphasis on liberal arts 
learning contained in Xavier’s core curriculum. Equally important in the Xavier tradition is the synthesis of human, cultural and ethical 
values; concern and respect for people; and an appreciation of the worth and dignity of the self and others.
The College of Arts and Sciences, Xavier’s oldest college, enrolls approximately 1,830 undergraduate and 30 graduate students, and accepts the 
primary responsibility for the liberal arts education of all Xavier undergraduates. The Williams College of Business enrolls 1,197 undergraduates 
and 516 MBA students, and is dedicated to preparing business students for positions of responsibility and leadership. The College of Social 
Sciences, Health, and Education enrolls 1,437 undergraduate and 1,359 graduate students in specialized areas of human services.
Xavier has been an innovator in graduate education, establishing, for example, the first graduate program in Montessori education in the 
United States. Its graduate programs in education have produced the second highest number of school administrators in the state of Ohio. 
Xavier’s graduate program in health services administration is a recognized innovator in the field. The Executive MBA Program, the 
Health Services Administration Program and the Executive Master of Human Resource Development educate upper level managers, 
professionals and executives while they maintain their current positions in their respective organizations. The Department of Psychology 
offers a master’s degree with specializations in General Experimental and Industrial/Organizational. While some of these graduates 
continue their education, many assume responsible positions in corporate America. The Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) Program holds 
the distinction of being the first doctoral program at Xavier.
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THE MACE
The mace symbolizes the legal and chartered authority of Xavier University. It is brought into the gathering immediately before the 
President. Historically, the mace was a war club. In the Middle Ages it was carried by a bodyguard to defend a person of authority. 
Today, its purpose is strictly ceremonial and carried by the Grand Marshal. During the ceremony the mace rests at the front of the 
stage in its holder.
A mace is a custom-made piece of art and sometimes crafted from relics of the university. It can be decorated with gems and precious 
metals, sometimes in the official university colors. The Xavier University mace was designed and crafted by Bernard Schmidt, Professor 
Emeritus, of the department of art.
